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A Personal Word

Toputitsimply, our
jobasthe Church of
Jesus Christ is to
make disciples—to
make disciples of
Jesus. To gauge
success, we look at
theentirety ofthe Great Commission.
Have we led them to commit their
livesto Jesusto follow Him? Have
we baptized them? Have we taught
them to obey all that He has
commanded? Theseare includedin
Jesus'commandto “makedisciples.”

Ken May

Healthy churches are focused on
their mission reflected in the Great
Commission. They knowtheirjobis
not simply to have Sunday School
andworship servicesevery Sunday.
Theirjobisnottohaveacalendarfull
ofactivities for the churchmembers.
Great Commissionfocused churches
buildtheiractivitiesand spend money
tofulfillthat Christ-givencommission.
Programsandactivitiesareevaluated
based not on how many people
attended, or onhowthose attending
feltabout the activity, but rather on
howthatactivity helpedthe churchto
accomplishitsmission.

My observation has been, both asa
pastor and asadirector of missions,
that most of our churches will talk
aboutbeing mission focused, butare
in reality self-focused. Some are
driven by what the members “want”
rather than by what the community
“needs.” Thefocusisnotonwhatwill
ittake toreach our city, buton what
we “like.” Others, drivenbytradition,
say, “we’ve never done it that way
before!” Meanwhile, the lostaround
us are dying without the salvation
Jesusbrings. It’stimetobeonmission.

If you went to a “foreign” mission
field, whatwould youdofirst? You
would seekto learn the language.

Thenyouwould beginstudyingthe
culture. You would learn what is
acceptable and what is not. You
would learnhow the people liveand
whatisimportanttothem. Ifyourgoal
wasto evangelize them, asitshould
be, then you would seek to build
relationships withoutbeingjudgmental
abouttheir cultural practices. Well,
formost of our churchmembersand
many of our churches, weare livingin
a*“foreign”field. The peoplearound
usdonotthinklikeus, ortalk like us,
or necessarily act like us. But the
responsibilityisnotforthemtobecome
like us so that we can reach them, but
forusto find creative waystotakethe
good news to them where they are.
Pray with me that God would open
our eyesto see the people around us
and touch our hearts with the
compassion of Jesus to reach out to
them.
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MBA News:

EasternHills isaccepting resumes
forafull-time education/outreach
administrative assistant. Computer
experience with Microsoft Word,
Excel and Publisher is required.
Experience in church software is
helpful. Please send your resumeto
Eastern Hills Baptist Church,
Attention: Bob Moore, 3604
Pleasant Ridge Road, Montgomery,
AL 36109, 272-0604, or email:
Bob@EHBConline.com.

Capitol Heights-Congratulations
to Chris Owens on his 6th

anniversaryas Minister of ‘
Music. -

« The MBA Staff wishes
* you a Happy and Safe
. 4th of July!

The FBC JOY Singers Set to Present Patriotic Concert

TheFirstBaptist Church JOY Singerswill present the patriotic concert, From
Seato Shining Sea on Sunday, July 1at 6:15 p.m. in the main sanctuary.

From Seato Shining Sea, the 7th patriotic concert for the JOY Singers, will
featureamusical and pictorial salute toall 50 states, guestmusicians, achildren’s
chorus,andadisplay of historic Americanflags. All active, reserved andretired
military personnel fromall branches of military service will be recognized during
the performance.

The JOY Singershave had the pleasure to entertain audiences at conference
centers, churches, and retirement facilities throughout the state for the past nine
years. Thechoirisunderthedirectionof Dr. TheresaGordon. VirginiaFighand
SaraJo Bagley are the accompanists.

The program s free and opentothe public. First Baptist Church is located at
305 South Perry Street. Jay Wolf is pastor.

Formore information, please call FBC at 334-834-6310.

URGENT NEED

The Conversational English school through
Montgomery Baptist Association is in need of a few
VAN DRIVERS and a church van for the fall and

spring semesters. It is a one day a week volunteer
position. Drivers pick up and drop off students for
school each Thursday morning. Contact Kathy Kelley

at 273-9249 or Lisa Rose, 271-6794 for morte

information.

Vacation Bible School Schedule

Church Dates Time
Eastdale July 17-21 5:45- 8:45p.m.
Eastmont July 16 - 20 9:00-12:15p.m.

The Capitol Sounds Concert Band
Taylor Road Baptist Church
&

Dalraida Baptist Church Worship Choirs

present

MUSIC OF AMERICA
Sunday, July 1, 2007
7:00 p.m.

Musicof Americaisamulti-mediamusical presentation of family entertainment
honoring and celebrating America's freedom through patriotic music. This
year's special guest features Dr. John M. Long, legendary director of Troy

your plans NOW to be part of this 4th of July celebration.
Troy University Davis Theatre for the Performing Arts, 251 Montgomery St.

| The Montgomery Baptist Association ¢ 20 Interstate Park « Montgomery, Alabama 36109 ¢ 334-271-6227 « www.mgmbaptist.org




