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A Personal Word

Inmy last article, I mentioned some futurist trends a group of
" Christian Campand Conference leadersenvisioned over the next
| tentotwentyyears. Youmightwonder how people cancomeup
withthese ideas. I haveahunch. They look around at changes
theyarealready seeingand accelerate these or extrapolate these
toafuturesetting. Oneofthe statements|didnotlistintheearlier
columnwas:

“Communicationamong peoplewill become moredifficultbecause of
traditional language barriersand newtechnology languages.”

Ken May

Itreally doesn’ttakeageniustofigure outthatifwearealready having difficulty
incommunicating, and if partof these difficultiesweare currently experiencing
arebroughton by advances intechnology (i.e. internet, text messaging, etc),
will notmore advances atan accelerated rate make the situation even more
difficult?

One statement | did mention was that “choices and competition for people’s
attentionwould increase.” We already see this happening inour family and
churchlife. If itgets worse, what does that mean for the church? Well, I think
youarealready seeing some churchesrespondtothatchallenge. First,inmany
situations, you see churchesstreamlining theiractivitiesand events. No longer
isafull calendar of eventsevidence of asuccessful church. Itisjustevidence
ofachurchthatistryingtobe busy.

Secondly, among these churches you see a commitment to excellence in
everything they do. They will not putonanevent, evenaworship service,
withoutassurance thatitwill bedoneinanexcellentmanner. Their philosophy
inthisistwo-fold. First, God deserves our very best in everything we do.
Secondly, ifweare going to ask busy active people to committheir time, we
had better offer themafirst class experience.

Wedon’thavetogoback veryfartorecognize howwe developedaproblem
with the lack of excellence. In Training Union or Church Training days,
memberstooka “part” inpresenting the program. Butthisdevolved infartoo
many casesintoagroup of peoplesittingaround inacircle reading “parts” out
of aquarterly. And, I heard many a person say, “I’m not coming up here
(church) tositand listento someone read what I canread onmy own.” We
have already seen how mediocrity destroyed what beganasagood idea.

Athirdway churches respondto this competition fortime and attentionis by
making sure thatthe activitiesthey do pursue are those that fulfill the priority
of their God-given vision. If the activity does not accomplish the driving
motivation forthe church, thatactivity iseliminated. Activitiesforactivity sake
cease to exist. Activities that may be good in themselves are eliminated
becausetheydonot, inthe long run, further the fulfillment ofthe church’svision.

I hope these thoughtswill helpyouasyou seek to serve God through your local
church. Letusknow how we can help you.
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Keysto Understanding
Poverty Seminar

MBA News:

Lakeveiw-CongratulationstoRev.
Paul Hubbard, pastor, upon his

18thanniversary. Sponsored by STEP Foundation

and First Baptist Church
Community Ministries

January 31, 2008
8:30am-3:00pm

FirstBaptist Church
FellowshipHall
305 S. Perry Street
Montgomery, AL

Eastern Hills-Congratulationsto
DonnaBrown, financial secretary,
upon her 6thanniversary.

Cloverdaleis accepting resumes
forapart-time Minister to Students.
Interested ministers cansendtheir
resumeto:

Cloverdale Baptist Church

Attn: Rev. Danny Crosby E
608 E. Fairview Ave. -
Montgomery, AL 36106. ETH‘

$15 registration fee which
includesaboxlunch

Register by calling Susan Byers

at 334-262-3141.
www.stepmontgomery.org

Whoshould attend?
Anyoneinterested inimprovingthe
community and helping break the
barriers of poverty and learning
how to help people for the long
term.

Robery Bates Memordal
Finewvod Derby

Sunday,
Flobruary 24, 2008

Keynote Speaker:

Louise Kneese

Louise is a retired coach, special
ed teacher and educational
diagnostician. She has done
extensive volunteer work in
organizations designed to help
individuals in need.

RA Basketball Schedule

Friday 1/18/2008

6:00 PM EHBC#2 VS EHBC #1 Elem.
7:00 PM Ridgecrest S Eastmont Elem.
8:00 PM # 2 Seed Vs #3 Seed HS

Saturday 1/19/2008

9:00 AM  Ridgecrest VS EHBC#1 Elem.
10:00AM Dalraida VS EHBC #2 Elem.
11:00AM EHBC#1 VS EHBC#2 JH
12:30PM  # 1 Seed VS Winner (# 2 vs # 3) HS

Saturday 1/26/2008

9:00 AM  Eastmont VS EHBC#1 Elem.
10:00AM  # 2 Seed VS #3 Seed JH
11:00AM Ridgecrest VS Dalraida Elem.
12:30PM  # 1 Seed VS Winner (#2vs #3) JH
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