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A Personal Word

WhenJesus commissioned Hisdisciples justbefore Hisascension,
He charged them (and us) with the task of making disciples. Inthe
| Greek, thatisthe only imperative found inthe Great Commission.
- Mostofushave heard emphasisonthe word “go” asif itwerealso
animperative. InEnglish, “go”isanimperative. Inthe Greek text,
that word is not in the imperative form. Rather, using English
grammar terminology, we would say it is present progressive,
“Goingtherefore, intoall theworld, MAKE DISCIPLES of all
nations.” As Baptists, most of ushave heard “go” and “teach” and we have done
a pretty good job of doing that. But the real task given us by Jesus is that of
making “Christ followers.” | even like that term better than “Christian.” In
today’sworldand inour culture, the word “Christian” carries a lot of different
meanings. Ithasbecometoogeneric. Seldomisitunderstood inthe limited sense
ofa“Christfollower.” Sometimesitstandsin oppositionto otherworldreligions
asatermofgeneral affiliation, and at other times itisused descriptively asthe
major religious affiliation of America. Ask any of the unchurched if they are
Christianand many would answer witha*yes,” oftenadding “I was baptized,”
“lgotochurch” or“Yeah, I believeinGod.”

Ken May

Ourtaskisnottomake “Christians” inthe genericunderstanding, buttrue “Christ
followers,” disciples of Jesus. We do that by connecting people with Jesus. That
isnotthe sameasinviting themto our church. Jesusdid nottellustogo buildup
the membershipand participation in churches, justto make disciples of all the
peoples of the earth. Most churches’ outreach emphases focus on inviting
peopleto churchorchurchactivities. These emphases have become simply
otherwaysto marketthe church. I firmly believe thatwe haveto getback tothe
task of evangelism, connecting people with Jesus, evenif they never visit our
church. Thatisour mission. Itistime we got ontask.

Wewillexplorethisfurther inseveral subsequentarticles. Inthe meantime, let’s

makedisciples. =~ - —
S VBS Early Bird Clinic

‘ for Pastors, Children’s
Ministers and/or
Church VBS Directors

February 21%, 6:30 p.m.
Taylor Road Baptist

1685 Taylor Road
Call Steve Brown at
271-3363toregister.

7
ol

Samaritan Inn
Volunteer Luncheon
March 4, 2008, 12:00 noon

McGehee Road Baptist Church

MBA Churches: Comparison of

Baptisms and No Baptism
Year Churches  # Baptisms # wi/no
Reporting Baptisms
2004 56 * 815 10
2005 54 649 12
2006 51 665 11
2007 57 633 13

* Last reporting year for Coosada
Baptist before they joined the
Elmore Association.

Top Ten MBA Churches
in Baptisms for 2007

Church # Baptisms
Vaughn Forest 172
First 102
Eastmont 55
Taylor Road 38
Heritage 34
Eastern Hills 21
Gateway 19
Dalraida 18
Catoma 14
Westside 12

Gentlemen, . . . Start your engines!
Robert Bates Memorzal Pinewvod Derby

Sunday, Februsry 24, 2005

FLastern Hills Baptist Church Christian Lifé Center
B604 Fleasant Kidge Koad
LADS: 100 — 150 pm Registration
1,50 pm Kaces begin
CRUSADERS: 150 — 2:00 pm Registration
215 pm Races begin [(or affer Lad races)

RSVP by February 26th Topicswillinclude:
271-6794 - Planning calendar
- Recruiting
MBA News: - Budgeting
Eastmont—CongratuIat.io_nstoArt.Long, . Training
associate pastor and minister to smgles, . FO”OW'Up

upon his 18th anniversary.

Eastern Hills - Congratulations to |

Amy Lavender,churchsecretaryand s
receptionist, on her 4th "
anniversary. =

This conference is not for all VBS
teachers and workers; there will
be a clinic in May for the general
VBS training.

Glimpsesof Instructional League Basketball
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